
Casper’s Council of People with Disabilities (CCPD) NOTES                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Monday, October 24, 2022, at 12:00 PM 

Participation In-Person in the Downstairs Meeting Room at City Hall,  

200 North David Street, Casper, or Virtually via Microsoft Teams 

 

 

Board members: Austin Berlin, Chairperson; Bonnie Wilson, Vice Chairperson; Masha Flinn, 

Secretary; Ethan Yonker, Treasurer; Copper Mack, Maureen Barnes, John Wall, DeOndra White 

 

Liaisons and Alternates: Matthew Kowalski, Liz Becher, Scott Drescher, Zulima Lopez 

 

1. Roll Call  

2. Review of September meeting notes  

 Motioned to approve: Bonnie Wilson  

 Seconded: John Wall 

 Group Approved  

3. City Council Representative to address any City of Casper business that may affect or be 

of interest to the CCPD.   

➢ Scott Drescher from city transit let the Council know that they have a new dispatch 

system/software. Employees are still getting used to using the software. However, they 

are finding that they can add a couple more rides per day. Next spring, they are going to 

try and push for adding more rides. They are excited to see what the result with this new 

system.  This new system will allow city transit to be more flexible with scheduling and 

maneuvering drivers for any reason. 

➢ City Transit will be updating the look of the LINK Bus signs (see appendix) They have 

most of the route signs done except for blue, orange, and green. A shelter for the green 

route will be finished sometime in January. The green shelter will be located near the 

Rescue Mission. 

4. Question & Answer (Q&A) with the City Council Representative. 

 

5. Old Business: 

- Discuss updates from Committees since the previous CCPD meeting to address 

established priorities as listed below: 

 

➢ QOL Committee- Ethan Yonker, Chairperson 

o Ethan sent out an email on October 24 saying that he was not going to be at the 

meeting due to sickness. In the email he also gave the results of the new 

chairperson which is Austin Berlin. He also said that he had drafted a memo to 

City Council about the three new members of the disability council for November 

1. He also reached out to the new members to invite them to the November 

meeting. 

 

➢ Public Relations Committee – Masha Flinn, Chairperson 



o Due to Ethan Yonker being sick and on vacation. Masha did not have a chance to 

talk with Ethan about the Instagram page. Masha will reach out to Ethan to ask for 

the contact to the City’s IT department and get them connected with the Instagram 

page.  

o John attended a conference call the APRIL (Association of Programs for Rural 

Independent Living) conference, at the conference he discovered that Google 

Maps now has a way to become more accessible no matter where a person lives. 

He was thinking that if he could get in touch with the director of this new 

development that there could be a collaboration between our council, being I love 

Wyoming developers, and Google maps to help with our accessible tourist guide 

project. He has reached out to the director of Google Maps but has not heard back 

from her at the time of the meeting. 

➢ Events Committee – Maureen Barnes, Chairperson 

o At the time of the meeting, no one on the events committee had heard anything 

about the Christmas parade route. Once the event many purchased the things 

needed for the Christmas parade and knew the exact route of the parade they were 

going to do an email blast of where they would be located or they would put it up 

on Facebook. 

o March on Disabilities – Maureen has put in a call at the mall, the manager of the 

mom is waiting on a confirmation from the owners. At the time of the meeting 

Maureen was in the process of making a sponsorship letter for the March so that 

local businesses could get involved as well as the community. 

➢ Fundraising Committee – Linda Jones, Chairperson 

o Linda was not present before the meeting. However, Maureen Barnes had said 

that she had been in contact with Linda and that Linda wanted to still try and do a 

winter ball. Maureen Barnes worried that it might be a little bit too late to 

orchestrate an event like that. Although Copper Mack had said that she has done 

events like a winter ball within a tight timeframe. She said that she would be 

willing to talk to some people to see if they could help orchestrate the event of 

before Christmas. 

o Copper Mack will be joining the fundraising committee as of the November 

meeting. 

➢ New Business 

o Results of new Council member survey poll 

▪ Scotia Sutherland 

▪ Jenny Miller 

▪ Dawn Lacko 

▪ all three members listed above have been approved by the disability 

council and all three approved members have accepted the membership. 

➢ Disability Tourism Guide, Copper Mack 



➢ Copper Mack is going to wait and see what John hears from the director at Google Maps 

because she thinks that it would be really cool to collaborate with them. Copper is 

working on a list of top 10 attractions in Casper, this list will be specifically centered 

around attractions that are accessible for the disability community. She is hoping to have 

that list completed by Christmas or the new year. 

➢ Wyoming Healthy Schools, Bonnie Wilson 

o Bonnie Wilson had mentioned that the Council had received an email in the 

distant past from a Wyoming resident who was working with the school districts 

to raise awareness of when pest control and painting companies should be using 

their products on school grounds outside of school hours. This resident has been 

working with to do a myriad of things from posting signs outside the school to let 

them know that pest elimination products have been used outside. Additionally, 

she has also been talking to school districts about talking to painting companies 

about adjusting their schedules to do painting inside the school during school 

holidays when kids are not in school. This Wyoming resident runs a Facebook 

page called Wyoming Healthy Schools.  This whole project came about because 

this Wyoming resident is a teacher to a child who has been a myriad of disabilities 

and is sensitive to different chemicals used around the school. At the time of the 

meeting, Bonnie shared the contact information of the resident with Zulima so 

that Zulima could get the resident in touch with the right people. 

➢ At the time of the meeting, Zulima had mentioned that the last couple of Thursdays of the 

month Parks and Recreation will be holding meetings to talk about updates to 

Washington Park. Some of those updates include making the park more inclusive. So this 

would mean updating pathways and updating playground equipment to make it more 

accessible. 


